
 
 

 

 
from the President 
4 September 2020 

 
Dear club committees and players 
 
The Queensland Bridge Association is the state administrative body for Queensland. We appreciate 
that our affiliated clubs, casual bridge groups and individual players look to us for guidance in how 
they are to manage the restrictions caused by Covid-19. Please be aware that the QBA does not have 
any authority to decide how clubs run their operations. Each club has a different structure, clientele 
and demographic of customers. We respect each club’s decision to resume face to face (F-2-F) 
bridge or to remain closed.  
 
We have, since restrictions came into force, been seeking clarification as to how clubs can best 
proceed and are pleased to announce that such written advice has recently been received from the 
state’s Sport and Recreation agency which liaises with Queensland Health.  
 

Specifically: 
 

 … “under Stage 3 restrictions, bridge clubs can recommence their activity by adhering to 
the recommendations as set out in the Indoor Sports Industry COVID Safe Plan (the Plan) 
CTRL-CLICK HERE . Any organisation can adopt this Industry COVID Safe Plan if appropriate 
for their activity – regardless of membership of an Industry body. “ 
 
“it is important that physical distancing applies “off the field of play” and physical distancing 
g does not apply “on the field of play”, and that “the field of play for the activity of Bridge 
incorporates the table at which the players sit while playing”. 
 
(the fact that) … “some players could be sitting at a table for lengthy periods less than 1.5 
metres apart is now, in my opinion, addressed by recent public comments attributed to the 
Chief Health Officer in that, if people are not able to maintain adequate physical distancing, 
they should wear masks. Note “should” at this stage, which would suggest you should 
recommend similarly to your clubs where and when less than 1.5 metres apart is the case 
for people who are playing for lengthy periods.” 

 
 

 
 

 
 

FOR THE CLUB MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   

 
If your club has decided to remain closed: Please continue to make use of the Virtual Club facility 
to run your club sessions on BBO. For further information on how to get started, contact Matthew 
McManus [matmc@internode.on.net]. 
The information for players is easily 
accessible on the ABF homepage 
HERE. 
 
 
 
If your club is considering or has decided to resume F-2-F bridge: 
  

1. Make sure your club has a CovidSafe Plan. If you hire a venue you may need to conform to 
the CovidSafe plan already in place for your venue. This plan may not suit playing bridge as it 
may have solely a hospitality purpose which limits group sizes to 10 but allows multiple non-
mingling groups up to the capacity calculated by the size. Obtain a copy of the venue’s 
CovidSafe plan and discuss it with the management of the venue you intend to use. For those 
on council land, check with your council as to what approval is required.  
 

  
  
  

https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/131070/Stage-3-Industry-Plan-Fact-Sheet-Indoor-Sport.pdf
https://www.abf.com.au/abf-online-games-on-bbo/


 
2. On top of the general CovidSafe measures imposed by the government, we would also like 

you to consider the following bridge-specific points [recently circulated by the NSWBA]:  
§ Have you made the Conditions of Entry clear to your players? Consider requesting 
that players bring their own face masks if that would make them feel more 
comfortable;  
§ Have you a procedure for taking temperature and preventing entry of players whose 
temperature shows a fever?; 
§ Do you have a self-declaration form containing a legal waiver for players to sign on 
entering? You will need a procedure to digitise these forms within 24 hours of receipt;  
§ Can your physical table size be adjusted to comply with the current social distance 
required by the QLD government? You may want to make reference to your fellow 
clubs who have either combined 4 card tables, put enlarged tabletops on top of 
existing tables or put acrylic separators on top of their tables;  
§ Have you stated clearly the maximum capacity of each space? There needs to be a 
sign stating the capacity of each space; 
§ Do you have a plan to avoid multiple touching of pens, Bridgemates, cards and 
boards, handles, etc)? There are clubs asking players to bring their own pen, 
nominating one player to handle the Bridgemate at each table and so on in order to 
minimize the multiple touching of equipment; 
§ Have you considered if you will provide catering, and, if yes, how? Biscuit barrels, 
open tins of coffee and the like as well as milk bottles are ideal ways to transmit the 
corona virus. Even the tap on your hot water urn is a problem. If you decide to 
provide catering, consider using a volunteer wearing gloves to be the “tea person” for 
the session;  
§ Have you considered dealing one set of boards per table so that only one player 
touches any hand of cards?; 
§ Have you considered a resting time of at least 72 hours before reusing cards and 
boards?; 
§ Can you provide separate Entry & Exit routes to minimise crowding?;  
§ Have you provided sufficient hygiene products for the players to use? It seems to 
be a common practice for clubs to have hand sanitiser or wet wipes for each table; 
§ Have you arranged proper cleaning after each session? This includes the tables, 
chairs, Bridgemates, toilets, door handles, lift buttons and common areas; and 
§ Most importantly, have you educated your staff and players to stay home when 
unwell and to get tested whenever they have any symptoms? This is a life or death 
virus. Please enforce rigidly the turning away of any club users who are not well.  
 

3. Frequently review and assess the risk as the emergence of “hotspots” alter the prevailing 
conditions. In particular, reconsider opening if there is a “hotspot” in close proximity to your 
club. Please prepare a plan to respond if any positive case is confirmed in your club. We 
would also appreciate if you can inform our office immediately if this occurs.  

  
For Individual Players  

It is also your responsibility to make our clubs CovidSafe. It is up to all of us to prevent the 
spread of the corona virus. Please assess the risk especially if you belong to a vulnerable 
group as classified by the government.  

§ It is a personal choice to go to play bridge face-to-face. Do not go if you don’t feel 
comfortable enough despite there being CovidSafe measures in place in your club 
that meet or even exceed the baseline restrictions set by the government.  
§ Stay home when you’re not well. Get tested when you have any symptoms like 
fever, dry cough, sore throat and shortness of breath, however mild these are.  

 
We will update you with any updates to this information as soon as received. 
 
Take care. 
 
Richard Ward 
President 
QBA 
 


